VEHICLE SEARCH

INTRODUCTION:  My name is  __________________ I will be giving you your block of instruction on Vehicle Search.

ACTION:  Conduct Vehicle Search

CONDITIONS:  Given a fixed checkpoint with a vehicle and driver that poses a potential threat for prohibited items being smuggled through the zone of operations.

STANDARDS:  Thoroughly search all vehicles entering or exiting the checkpoint.     Vehicles with weapons, ammunition, and unexploded ordnance are not permitted through the checkpoint.  Maintain security while conducting the search.  Vehicle search team sustains no casualties.

Why do we have to conduct vehicle search?  There are two reasons (force protection and deterrence).  If you do a good job searching every vehicle that goes through the checkpoint each and every time you will detour them from trying to get anything on or off the compound and with this protect the force.

Next we need to talk about the search team itself.  The search team consists of a minimum of seven personnel they are (NCOIC, a Searcher, an Escort, and four Guards).  Everyone will be in the same uniform you are in now, except for the searcher (he will be in only helmet and body armor, no LCE).  The only ones with a weapon are the guards and it needs to be an M16, M203 or a SAW.  The reason for this is your ROE stresses minimum force so the guards need to be able to give a butt stroke to the head or groin whatever it takes to detain the individual.  The NCOIC is responsible for the overall control of the operation.  The Searcher has the responsibility of conducting a good search of all vehicles going through the checkpoint. The Escort has the responsibility of maintaining control and eye contact with the COB watching for any eye or hand movements that show they could be a threat to the force.  The Guards have the responsibility of maintaining line of sight to the COB as the search is being conducted. Now that everyone has an understanding of their job now we need to be able to communicate with each other.

What we use here for training and you can use it or come up with your own SOP is the Stoplight System.  (Red, Yellow, and Green).  Green means everything is okay, Yellow means I see something but I’m not sure what it is, or Red means there is something here that could be a threat to the force.  On Yellow the guards stay at port arms but are at a more heighten alert status in the event they need to do a butt stroke.  On Red you Stop, Detain, and Report too higher.  All guards who are standing at port arms will point their weapon at the COB but they will not put their finger on the trigger or take the weapon off safe.  Anyone can call Red or Yellow but only the NCOIC can go back to Green.

Now we need to talk about the setup of the search site.  For this demonstration I will be the searcher, on the four corners of the vehicle will be the guards, and the escort will remain with the COB once he’s removed from the vehicle.  The NCOIC will act as a floater over seeing the operation.  Remember the key word WAXs this stands for weapons, ammo, and explosives. 

 When the vehicle arrives at the entrance of the checkpoint all passengers and their baggage are removed from the vehicle.  Only the driver with his baggage will remain with the vehicle.  The driver will then drive the vehicle into the vehicle search site to be searched.  The searcher and the escort will approach the vehicle cautiously, standing by the drivers’ door in a position to control and prevent the driver from swinging the door open and running.  The right front guard will move to the passenger window where he can observer.  Communicate to the driver either with gestures or verbally to do the following: shut-off the engine, exit the vehicle and give you the keys.  Once the driver is out of the vehicle the escort will take control of the driver and move him to the rear of the vehicle.  You would then conduct a personnel search of the driver.  Keep the driver away from the vehicle until you need him to perform a desired function.  The driver must touch any object and open all compartments, prior to you touching them.  Remember the three rules to a search: 1. Individual will touch all items first, 2. As the individual touches you mirror and watch, 3. Then you touch.  The vehicle search is conducted in to phases: exterior, then interior.  

EXTERIOR SEARCH

  Once the driver is out of the vehicle you will then conduct three exterior checks of the vehicle.  1. Walk around, 2.  Mirrors to look at the undercarriage 3.  Open doors.  The exterior search always starts and ends at the same point.  On the first check you will walk around the vehicle looking for obvious signs of tampering or unusual items.  On the second check use the mirrors to check the undercarriage using the larger mirror.  Use the small mirror to check the harder to see areas.  On the third check have the escort bring the driver up to open all doors, gas cap, trunk, and hood.  When opening the compartments remember to position yourself behind the driver to use him as a shield in the event the vehicle blows up.  When having the driver open the hood position yourself between the door and the driver (with the driver facing you) so he can’t push you out of the way, also this allows you to mirror his hand as it goes inside the vehicle to prevent him from grabbing a weapon.   Have the driver open the hood slowly and move him out of the way.  Start at the top of the hood and conduct an overall visual inspection of the compartment from top to bottom.  Don’t lean on the vehicle or touch any component in/on the vehicle.  Bring the driver forward to assist as needed.  Under the hood the following areas should be inspected:

a. reservoirs and compartments (you can hide things in them)

b. all wires

c. additional and unusual items

After checking under the hood remember to close it so it doesn’t block the vision of the guards. 

NOTE:  Once the exterior search is completed the NCOIC determines whether to recheck any areas or to transition to the interior search.

INTERIOR SEARCH


Conduct an overall visual scan of the interior prior to beginning the search.  While you are looking on the inside of the vehicle from one side have the guard on the opposite side look inside to get a cross section look inside.  Looking for any obvious signs of tampering or unusual items.  Start by using the small mirror to check the interior areas that cannot be viewed without placing your head inside, like under the dash, and the seats.  Common areas to check:

a. padded/false roof

b. false panels/doors

c. visor/glove box

d. under dash

e. seats-look for rips, torn cushions.  Check the seats by having the driver sweep

 and pat them down, and then follow up by checking yourself.


f.  Spare tire/compartments

NOTE:  Do not forget the top of the vehicle.  This area is easily overlooked and provides an excellent place to conceal items.  If there is snow on the roof make sure you have a broom handy so the driver can sweep the snow off, not you.


Once the vehicle has been searched return it in the same condition it arrived.
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