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INFORMATION PAPER

SUBJECT:  Training Evaluation Scheduling System (TESS)

1.  Purpose:  To provide information on TESS and its use within First U. S. Army.

2.  Points of major interest and facts.


a.  TESS is the FORSCOM system of record for scheduling Reserve Component (RC) Annual Training (AT) sites/dates and training support.  TESS consists of windows compatible software and a database maintained on FORSCOM and CONUSA SQL servers.  TESS runs on personal computers using any windows based operating system; no additional hardware is required.

b.  The TESS database contains unit information for all Active Army, USAR and ARNG units.  This data is primarily extracted from the Global Command and Control System (GCCS).  Data for UICs that are not in the GCCS is extracted from VFAS.  The resulting Unit Data tables are then uploaded to FORSCOM and CONUSA servers.

c.  TESS is used by the CONUSA, TSDs, and TSBs to manage Annual Training sites/dates and to program and track FORSCOM mandatory training events/evaluations including TAMs, lanes, and simulations.  TESS is also used to record TAM evaluation team composition including grade and MOS of each evaluator and to record names, organizations, and phone numbers of each evaluator.  Additionally, TESS is used to obtain FORSCOM tasked evaluators for CONUSA shortfalls.

d.  USARC's Unit Training System (UTS) and NGB's TROOPERS are component specific systems used by USAR MSCs/DRCs and states, respectively, for internal management purposes.  These systems are not the Annual Training database of record.  Eventually UTS and TROOPERS may be electronically linked to TESS.

e.  Priority of TESS fielding is to TSDs, TSBs, and Training Sites in that order.  After completion of fielding to the training support structure, TESS access will be offered to supported RC Commands.  As TESS is fielded, First U. S. Army will provide a mobile training team to instruct TESS operators on request.


f.  During TY00 TSD/TSB users will be limited to read and report generation capability; write capability will be retained at First Army.  This policy will be reviewed periodically to determine which organizations should have write access.
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